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The extraordinary richness thatis a feature of the Canary Islands' natural heritage

The Canarian archipelago is home to a great diversity of species, many of
which only exist on these islands and are in danger of extinction. More than
half of the endemic flora and close to 40% of the invertebrate terrestrial fauna
that exists in Spain can only be found in the Canaries. On the other hand this is
the richest archipelago in endemic species of all Macaronesia, and one of the
mostimportant in the world in terms of botanic diversity.

The need for protection: the Catalogue of Threatened Species of The Canary Islands

Thanks to the efforts of experts and scientists, in 2001 a catalogue with 450
species was published, many of them plants and animals as noteworthy as
the blue chaffinch, the giant lizards of El Hierro, La Gomera and Tenerife,
the dragon tree, the Egyptian vulture,the blue Mount Teide bugloss, the
Barbary falcon, the loggerhead seaturtle, the lesser Neptune ‘
seagrass (which forms marine prairies in sandy areas), the Bolle
and white-tailed laurel pigeons, the purgeonfish and many
others. The utility of this catalogue consists in the
obligation to carry out specific actions for the
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No to the newly proposed Catalogue of Protected Species ¢

The parliamentary group of the Canarian Coalition (CC) has on 22 | &
October 2009 put forward in the Canarian Parliament a bill of law aimed at
creating a new Canarian Catalogue of Protected Species, based on the
“‘excessive degree of protection” in the 2001 Catalogue.







